
LSU AgCenter Botanic Gardens 
The Botanic Gardens at Burden is a unique part of the LSU 
AgCenter in that it conducts both research and outreach on horticul-
tural, agronomic, coastal and wetlands plants as well as maintaining 
numerous display gardens and woodlands open to the general pub-
lic. The Mission of Botanic Gardens is to promote the importance of 
plants and their environment to the physical, mental and spiritual 
well-being of the citizens of Baton Rouge, the state of Louisiana, 
and the world. The mission is accomplished through a three 
pronged approach: 

 Performing research and facilitating the research of others to 
develop sustainable plants, landscapes, woodlands and wet-
lands. 

 Educating the community through demonstration of the value of 
this research by enabling direct access to public. 

 Bringing people back to nature by providing a diversity of 
green places and special facilities to engage in conversation, 
create a community and to commune with nature. 

Situated on a tract of 440 acres of green space in the heart of Baton 
Rouge, Burden Museum & Gardens is composed of destinations and 
points of activity that reflect the past, present and future of agricul-
ture in Louisiana. The LSU Rural Life Museum represents the 18th 
and 19th century plantation era in Louisiana history.  The present 
and future are represented by the LSU AgCenter’s Botanic Gardens 
which is home to several research and outreach facilities which in-
clude turfgrass, ornamentals, vegetable and fruit crops, wetlands and 
coastal planting, urban forestry and native plants, formal and infor-
mal gardens and an urban forest.   The Botanic Gardens is com-
prised of the Rose Garden, All-America Selections Garden, Stone 
Camellia Collection, Herb Garden, Children’s Garden, Memory 
Garden, the Steele Burden Memorial Orangerie, the Ione Burden 
Conference Center, The Pavilion, Burden Woods, Trees and Trails, 
Barton Arboretum and Historic Windrush Gardens 
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Research Areas 
 Sweet Potatoes 

 Fruits and Vegetables 

 Agronomic Crops 

 Ornamental 

 Turf 

 Coastal Restoration 
 
Gardens 
 Camellia Gardens 

 All-America Rose Garden 

 All-America Selections 
Garden 

 Children’s Garden 

 Ginger Garden 

 Herb Garden 

 Burden Woods 

 Trees and Trails 

 Barton Arboretum 

 Windrush 
 
More information about any of 
these items may be found on 
our web site. 
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Steele Burden Memorial 
Orangerie serves as an event 
center overlooking the Rose 
Garden. (Phono by John 
Wozniak) 



Facilities 
The Ione E. Burden Conference Center, Steele 
Burden Memorial Orangerie and the Pavilion, 
nestled in the Gardens, provide space for educa-
tional programs, workshops and public events. 
 
 Ione E. Burden Visitor Information and Confer-

ence Center was built was built in memory of 
Miss Ione and her love for education.  It houses 
the headquarter offices for the Gardens and serves 
as the Information Center for Burden Museum & 
Gardens.  The exposed beam and stained glass 
conference room will comfortably seat 120 peo-
ple with a large catering kitchen. 

 The Steele Burden Memorial Orangerie was de-
signed by A Hays Town.  The Orangerie Mr. 
Towns last design and was a tribute to his long-
time friend Steele in recognition for his landscape 
contributions to LSU and the surrounding region.  
The Orangerie includes a beautiful atrium over-
looking the Rose Garden with a small conference 
room. 

 The Pavilion is a large open-air structure with 
exposed beams and a handsome fireplace that 
overlooks the Burden Woods.  It will accommo-
date approximately 125 people. 

 The Ornamental and Turfgrass Research Facility 
and the Food and Fiber Research Facility provide 
space and support for LSU faculty, staff and stu-
dents to conduct research projects in the field of 
plant sciences. 

Report to Your Parish Stakeholders 

Burden Woods 
The Burden Woods encompasses approximately 
150 acres of Burden and includes a trail system, 
arboretum and swamp used for educational pro-
graming about urban forests and their ecology.  

  
Trees and Trails is a 5-mile system of edu-
cational trails in the Burden Woods, provid-
ing opportunities for hiking and interpretive 
and educational activities for youth and 
adults. The trail system is open from 8 a.m. 
to dusk every day. 

 The Barton Arboretum is a 5 acre arboretum 
that is planted with native trees and includes 
the Palmetto Walk, the Early American Ca-
mellia Collection and the trail head to the 
Black Swamp Board Walk. 

 The Mosaic Black Swamp Board Walk pro-
vides a raised path over an ancient tupelo 
rain-fed swamp. 

Gardens 
There are eight different gardens that serve as the primary resource for the extension and outreach 
programs at the Botanic Gardens.  
 The Rose Garden is a member of the American Garden Rose Selections program, nationwide 

network of approved public gardens and the American Rose Trials for Sustainability (ARTS) 
program, maintaining an inventory of 1,500 plants representing 150 varieties. Starting each 
April, the Rose Garden offers an exclusive preview of the coming year’s outstanding new varie-
ties.All-America Selections Garden 

 The Children’s Garden offers a place to learn about gardening and nutrition. This model garden 
also provides a location for youth-related organizations and individual families to experience the 
outdoor, focusing on vegetable, herb and butterfly garden plantings. 

 The Herb Garden focuses on culinary and medicinal herbs that are indigenous to our region and 
those brought here by early settlers.   

 The Ginger Garden is a tropical garden exhibiting gingers and other tropical plants that can be 
used in the South Louisiana landscape. 

 The Memory Garden was designed as a quiet space for reflection recognizing those who have 
contributed to the gardens and those who our patrons have honored. 

 The Stone Camellia Collection is spaced throughout the property representing over 500 different 
camellias that  Hank and Vie Stone collected over their lifetime. 

 The All-America Selections Display Garden is one of over 200 gardens across the United States 
and Canada that display award winning ornamentals and vegetables in a mixed landscape. 

 Windrush Gardens comprises majestic live oaks and ancient crape myrtles to create a shady can-
opy over azaleas and camellias, evoking a sense of tranquility and peace. Steele Burden, who 
was influenced by the gardens of Europe and the surviving gardens of 19th century Louisiana 
plantations, designed Windrush. The winding paths are ideal for strolling and enjoying the 25 
acres of landscaped spaces. 
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Local funding 
 
 
 


